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Dancetrain Lesson Plan 
 

Dancetrain Issue: Nov/Dec 2020 Musical Theatre p62-63 
 

Title: Musical Theatre Suggested 
Stage/Year: Stage 5 

Dance 
Syllabus Area: 
  

Performance & 
Appreciation Topics: Musical Theatre Stylistic 

feature 

Prior 
Knowledge: 

Knowledge of 
the elements of 
dance 

Cross Curricular 
Links: History, Music & Drama 

Dancetrain 
Issue & 
Resources: 

Sep/Oct 2020  
SCHOOLIES Musical 
Theatre P62-63 

Video examples of musical theatre work –  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R49vKv8f0Wc 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VmYTsOrnWP0 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VXOX_OX97hs 

Syllabus 
Outcomes: 

5.3.1:  
A student describes and 
analyses dance as the 
communication of ideas 
within a context 

• analyse how the choreographer manipulates the elements of 
space, time and dynamics to communicate an idea within a 
given context 

• movement content in a dance and how the choreographer 
makes choices to communicate an idea 

5.3.3:  
A student applies 
understandings and 
experiences drawn from 
their own work and dance 
works of art. 

• differentiate and make connections between the social, 
cultural or historical context of a dance and the development 
of style through the experience of performing, composing and 
viewing different styles of dance 

• how the stylistic features of a dance are derived from its 
context 

Teacher 
Notes 

This task is suitable for Yr 9 or 10 class who have an established understanding 
of the elements of dance and some introduction to the style of Musical 
Theatre. Teacher will need to prepare and model a brief analysis of on of the 
musical theatre pieces choreographed by one of the historic choreographers 
listed in the article. This lesson should occur over the course of 2 or 3 lessons. 

   
 
Content 
 
Introduction 
Students read the article on p62-63. Teachers and students discuss some of the 
choreographers and musicals mentioned in the article. Students view a musical 
theatre piece from one of these choreographers – e.g. Mambo dance at the gym 
or opening overture of West Side Story by Jerome Robbins or a piece from Hamilton 
by Andy Blankenbuehler. There are several YouTube videos in which 
Blankenbuehler breaks down the connection between his choreography and the 
lyrics in Hamilton – see links above. Students can learn the choreography via these 
videos. 

 
Student task 

1. Teacher guides an analysis of the choreography and the features it uses, 
within the musical theatre style to communicate the themes for that part of 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R49vKv8f0Wc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VmYTsOrnWP0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VXOX_OX97hs
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the story or the lyrics in the piece. This can be completed on a collaborative 
document so all ideas are shares and recorded. 

Key Questions: 
 What ideas are being communicated to the audience in this piece? 

 
Describe the following and link to the theme or ideas being communicated 
 Style of movement 
 Motifs seen 
 Costumes 
 Groupings of dancers and their direction/facing/formation 
 Aspects of Space 
 Aspects of Time – links to features in the music, e.g. call & response or canons 

etc 
 Aspects of dynamics 
 Dramatic elements – e.g. facial expression, acting 
 Integrations with the scenery/set 
 Props 

 

2. Students are then tasked with creating their own sequence of choreography 
from a musical of their choice. Encourage them to select a musical theatre 
item then know well. They can work in pairs or trios to develop their 
choreography. Their sequence should be 30sec-1min in duration, depending 
of the tempo of the music. 
Students use the key questions above to scaffold their choreography and 
ensure they are making links to the ideas in the musical with their 
chorographic choices. 
 

3. Over a series of lessons students teach their choreography to their peers in 
the class. Before their teaching exercise they introduce their musical and 
explain the key features they used to communicate the ideas if that musical 
theatre piece.  
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