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Dancetrain Professional Learning Activity 
 

Dancetrain Issue: Mar/Apr 2021 Assessing 
 

Activity 
Name: Studio Syllabus research Activity Type: Elective PD: 

Professional Reading 
Accreditation 
Level: 

Proficient, Highly 
Accomplished & Lead Duration: 1 hr 

Teaching 
Standards: 

1.2.2 Structure teaching programs using research and collegial advice 
about how students learn. 
5.1.2 Develop, select and use informal and formal, diagnostic, formative 
and summative assessment strategies to assess student learning. 
4.1.2 Establish and implement inclusive and positive interactions to 
engage and support all students in classroom activities. 

How did this 
activity 
address the 
Standard 
Descriptor/s? 

Teachers have to opportunity to gain knowledge of various studio dance 
syllabi which have a great impact on students’ prior knowledge, context, 
learning preference and background/training. They use this knowledge 
to reflect on and improve their own programs and assessment, to 
provide more targeted learning for their students’ context. 

  
Task 
1. Read the Meet your Examiners interviews on p10-20 of the Mar/Apr2021 issue of 

Dancetrain. 

2. Survey your students to find out which Dance Syllabi they have studied in their studios. 
Ensure you develop questions which will inform you of students’ preferences about 
examinations, style and training within each syllabus. 

3. Develop a Pros & Cons comparison of the different syllabus mentioned in the articles and 
in your student survey. You may need to do some extra research into the various syllabus. 
Ensure you include comparisons of assessment strategies, style/choreography, exercises 
and skill development within each syllabus. 

4. Begin to consider how these Pros & Cons can inform your current practice. I.e., what 
assessment strategies will best suit your students? What features of the exercises and 
training will best support your students and context? How can you make connections in 
your programs to students’ prior knowledge and experiences from their study of different 
Dance Syllabi? 

5. Make modifications in your program registers to reflect your responses to the above. 
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